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OPINION EDITORIAL FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL

The Evolution of the School Library - Gaynor’s SMART Lab
Integrating Science, Math, Art, Research, and Technology Under One
Roof to Build Real Life Problem-Solvers

The concept of building Gaynor's
SMART Lab started with the simple
question: What is the library of the
future? Traditionally defined as a
repository for books, the standard
library model that knowledge is
stagnant and must be stored in
a finite space is something we
wanted to break. Today, we know
that access to information using search engines to pull data
from the Internet seems infinite. So much so, that the task of
accessing information requires the higher level skills of culling
the information and critically analyzing the results to not only
answer a question, but to improve upon it. Gone are the days
of grabbing the Encyclopedia Britannica off the shelf to get a
specific answer to a specific question. We want our students
to be innovators, problem-solvers, and agenda setters for
the future. Instead of building a place to store information,
we built a SMART Lab to teach children how to improve the

world around them.

If you give a classroom of students a project to build Native
American longhouses and provide them with the same
materials (shoe box, popsicle sticks, and glue), there will
be little variation in the results. The students would have a
good understanding of what the structure looked like, but
might miss the deeper understanding of why the houses

were built this way. If you bring those same students to

the SMART Lab and tell them to
use their imagination to represent
how Native Americans lived, you
will get as many variations as there
are students in the room. One
student may decide to use green
screen technology to create a video
depicting Iroquois life. ~ Another
student might use our design
software to create a modern energy efficient version of the
longhouse that can be printed off our 3D printer. Finally, a
student could use recycled materials to build a longhouse,
demonstrating how the Iroquois were resourceful in using
materials from their natural environment. All three examples
would not only build a deeper appreciation of Native American
life, but would also extend students’ understanding of other

cultures, as well as their own.

Developing children’s critical thinking skills at an early age is
essential to meeting the demands of today's dynamic curricula.
These skills are also required by our evolving workplace. We
need future leaders who are not only socially action minded, but
are also innovative in their approach to problem solving. | am
hopeful that we can inspire students who can go out and build
a safer, caring, and more sustainable world. Giving students
the skills and experiences offered in the SMART Lab will not
only help to prepare them to manage their paths to success, but

it will also embolden them to create their own paths.

A

DR. SCOTT GAYNOR
Head of School
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hen the doors of the South
Building opened at the start of
the school year, architectural
drawings vanished and new
opportunities emerged. The stairway outside
the South Cafeteria, which had been closed
off for construction, led to an entire new floor
of Middle School classrooms, complete with
a Science Lab and innovative Science, Math,
Art, Research, and Technology (SMART) Lab.
The cranes that had been spotted outside the
building left their mark with a unique enclosed
rooftop field house for year-round sports
activities. Stephen Gaynor School students
now have nearly 80,000 square feet in which
to learn, grow, and reach their full potential.

In 2009, the School seized an amazing
opportunity to purchase the historic Claremont
Stables and Carriage House on West 89th
Street and began planning an expansion that
would add nearly 50,000 square feet to the
campus. The construction unfolded in phases,
first with the opening of the Early Childhood
program in 2011, then two floors of the new
Middle School in 2012 (including Digital
Photography and Fine Arts Studios), and a

Gaynor’s South Building
Expansion Continues to Unfold

bridge connecting the two buildings in 2013.
Since then, construction crews have been
working feverishly to build out the fifth and
sixth floors in time for the start of this school
year. “It's been a phenomenal run seeing the
development of the South Building over the
past several years,” explained Dr. Gaynor,
Head of School. “It falls under two categories:
launching the EC and expanding the learning
experience for all of our students - both of
which have made us a stronger community.”

Middle School students are thriving in their
new space, which was designed specifically
for them. Green Cluster students, who used to
occupy the seventh floor of the North Building,
now have new class and seminar rooms on the
fifth floor, putting them in close proximity to
their Blue Cluster peers on the third floor. The
new Science Lab on the fifth floor has divided
space for lectures and experiments, which
allows students to better focus on the task at
hand. Ms. Fabricant, Chair of the Science
Department, explained the impact of the new
space. "Having this new space lets our students
explore their potential, with more sophisticated
experiments that will better prepare them for

High School. We're able to conduct interesting
chemistry experiments and we have plenty of
room to move around for physics. It's so exciting
to see this come to life for our students.”

Realizing the importance of creative problem-
solving and having a trans-disciplinary space,
the school has developed a SMART Lab on
the fifth floor. Middle School Technology
Teacher, Mr. Russ, who was very involved in
the development of the lab, explained, “The
SMART Lab gives students an opportunity
to address real-life problems, come up with
solutions, and build something to solve them. It
is a place that allows for trial and error and for
mistakes to be made - but we know that this is
where inspiration and learning happens.”

In addition to problem-solving, students have
a greater opportunity to explore their interests
from video production with a green screen to
3D printing. In the SMART Lab, teachers take
curriculum from the 2D level to the 3D level,
as students problem-solve with the help of
materials like cardboard, modeling clay, circuitry
components, and twine. When students have a
problem, they enter the lab and take advantage
of the resources that are available and begin
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mocking something up to help them puzzle
through the solution. (See more information on
our SMART Lab on page 18.)

All Gaynor students — from Early Childhood
through Middle School - are enjoying the
rooftop field house, a structure unlike any
otherin New York City schools. At its peak, the
interior height is 20 feet, with a gentle slope to
maximize light in the space. With more than
3,600 square feet, the field house provides
additional space for PE and recess, and is
also ideal for after school classes, such as flag
football. Max Silverman, Lower School
student, shared his thoughts on the new space.
“My favorite thing about the field house is
how soft the grass is,” he exclaimed. “In flag
football, it feels like you're in a real arena,

like real football players. It's just amazing!"

The last phase of this exciting expansion project
in the South Building will be the Performing
Arts Center, consisting of a full-size stage,
space for nearly 300 seats, and the home of
our exceptional music department. We look
forward to seeing our talented students shine
on stage!

We are grateful to all in our community
who helped make the idea of expanding our
campus a reality. Thank you for donating your
time and resources. Not only are we now able
to provide an individualized education for more
students, but we also have state-of-the-art
facilities designed to ensure an optimal learning
environment for them all.

“It’s been a phenomenal

run seeing the
development of the
South Building over the
past several years.”

Dr. Scott Gaynor,
Head of School
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By Chris Koble,
Lower School Technology Teacher

CHANGING OF THE GUARD:
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Stephen Gaynor School could not be a leader in special education without our committed and passionate Board of Trustees,

all of whom are dedicated to ensuring our school remains true to its mission while providing an excellent individualized

education for each student. With heartfelt gratitude, we are saying goodbye to three dedicated members — Neil Rubler and

Daryl Simon who served a combined 11 years, and Dr. Gordon Gaynor, who served as President for 25 of his 40 years of

service. We are filled with deep appreciation for their guidance over the years. As we bid adieuw, we are delighted to welcome

new members Kass Lazerow, Ericka Leslie Horan, and Elizabeth Mily to the Board of Trustees.

KASS LAZEROW

Kass Lazerow is a serial entrepreneur whose last
company, Buddy Media, sold to Salesforce.com
in August of 2012. Buddy Media, started with
her husband Mike, provided the world’s largest
brands with a software platform to manage
social media marketing efforts.

As Chief Operating Officer of Buddy Media,
Ms. Lazerow managed day-to-day operations,
as well as-marketing, - finance, recruiting,
public relations, and human resources. Before
Buddy Media, Ms. Lazerow was the Founder
and President of GOLF.com. Ms. Lazerow is
also among New York’s most active startup
investors with her husband. Lazerow Ventures
has invested in approximately 50 startup
technology  companies, including Facebook,
Tumblr, Buzzfeed, Mashable, Dash Radio,
Rebel Mouse, Whipclip, Nourish Snacks, and
Scopely.

In addition to Gaynor, Ms. Lazerow is glso on
the Board at Riverdale and Cycle for Survival.
Ms. Lazerow-has three children, Myles = who
attends Gaynor, Cole, and Vivian. - :

ELIZABETH MILY

Elizabeth Mily joined Barclays Capital in 2010,
serving as the Chief Operating Officer of the
Global Mergers and Acquisitions Group for two
years before moving to Global Healthcare as a
Senior Coverage Officer. Ms. Mily is a senior
member of the Global Healthcare Group, with
primary responsibility for client relationships
in the BioPharma, Pharma Outsourcing, Life
Science Tools, and Diagnostics sectors. Ms.
Mily has 22 years of experience in investment
banking and M&A, predominantly in the
healthcare sector.

Prior to joining Barclays Capital, Ms. Mily
served as Senior Vice President for Corporate
Strategy and Development at Thermo Fisher
Scientific. Prior to that, she spent 16 years
at Goldman, Sachs & Co. where she was
a Managing Director and Senior Coverage
Officer within the Healthcare Department of
the Investment Banking Division.

She hasa son; John, who attends Gaynor.

ERICKA LESLIE HORAN

Ericka Leslie Horan joined Goldman Sachs in
1996 in the Finance Division and moved to
Technology in 2000. In 2003, she was named
the Global Head of Commodities Technology.
and in 2006 she became the Global Head
of Currencies and Commodities  Trading
Technology. Ms. Horan joined Operations in
2008, assuming additional responsibility as
Global Head of Operations Risk Management
in 2009. In 2011, she was named Global Co-
Head of Derivatives Operations and assumed
her current role in 2013. Ms. Horan was named
Managing Director in 2006 and Partnerin 2012.

Ms. Horan . has oversight responsibility  for

- Derivatives and. Clearing Operations. She is a

member of the Firmwide Structured Prbdug'ts ;
Committee,'FirmwideTechnologyRiskCorhmit'tee
and the Operations Operating Committee, and
serves as Sponsor of the Operations Financial
Reform Steering Committee. ¥

Ms. Horan has a son, William, who attends

Gaynor, and a daughter, Emily. =~~~

“My legacy will be one of
support. It is time for me
to take a seat at the table
and be proud of all that
has transpired and all
that will be achieved
by the able soles
sitting beside me.”

Dr. Gordon Gaynor,
President of the
Board of Trustees
for 25 years
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n Ms. Hochman'’s art class, imagination was
Iubiquitous. While students were sometimes
given prompts, they mainly had the freedom to
express themselves however they chose. Many
students in the Orange;~Yeltow,—and- Silver
Clusters gravitated towards the “Inventors
Workshop” center in the art room. Here,
students used new or recycled materials to
build their artwork. They learned the concept
of “up cycling,” or reusing discarded materials
to create new objects. Students constructed

creatures, boats;secret -towers;=parachutes;~

stadiums, and a news media set - to name

lndwiduaol EvaesS\ovx
et edacel e Drives Middle School

truly captured how creative their1mif1<.js are."” . TARO LASKY | ';;-;- = . S* U d e V\+S ’ Av. * Pv.o\‘)e C«\-S |

JAKE SKLAR

t the beginning of the year, Ms. Rachlin
told her Middle School art students: “Art
isn't in your hands; it's in your head.” She
wanted students to value their individual talents
and creativity, no matter how sophisticated or
simplistic their final products may be. Hence,

art projects. For example, some Middle School
students used technology applications to
enhance their skills in graphic design, recreated
scenes from literature, constructed sculp?c\.lres
that were architectural in nature, sketched
couture fashion for the runway, and painted

r'.f."” ¥ individual expression was the theme in her = murals and still life pieces. “It's all about how
I ‘l art class. Similar to Ms. Hochman's class, you relate to the materials,” said Ms. Rachlin,
i | i | ==mstidents in Ms. Rachlin's art class were who was proud of how her students garnered
: Al l Y given assignments designed to prompt their  their inner passions to create beautiful art.
e i, S R innovative thinking and generate their own

CHARLIE MANZANO

JOLIE LANDAU

AVERY ZABAR
)
GRACE DE MENOCAL

MAX WINTER
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DRAMA UPDATE

Bringing a Legend to Life:
Lower School Students Perform

hroughout the fall, students in Ms. Plylar-

Moore's (AKA Ms. Kristen's) drama class
have been preparing to bring a legend to the stage.
Based on a Native American tale called The Legend
of the Shooting Star, students in Ms. Buckles/
Ms. Fung's class created an original play to be
performed for their peers in the Orange Cluster
in January. Rehearsals have allowed students to
refine their acting skills, build confidence in their
ability to be creative, engage in collaborative
teamwork, and express themselves as individuals.
Kudos to our young thespians!

o Middle School Drama Update: Through The People of Clarendon County,
SOPHIE: Should we g0 tase Learning Self-Expression and | "% e (6 CEE e
. ok unkil we Se_[: ReVlSltlng HlStOl’y thrOUgh Plays Supreme Court decision in Brown vs. the
AVA: NO_V\ Board of Education. In preparation for the
a &;LO‘S“\L"SN: s. Plylar-Moore’s (AKA  Ms. | jon,ary performances, each student took
Kristen's) Blue Cluster drama classes |, jntrospective look at his/her character's

SOPHIE: [4]74 buk hu.’f'\"‘j recently studied and rehearsed one of two point of view, with a specific focus on how
plays, scheduled to be performed in January | each character chose to express him/herself.

AVA RUNS TO GETA FLASHLIGHT for the entire Blue Cluster: Eight Angry Jurors

or The People of Clarendon County. Both | Conversely, Green Cluster students worked

A plays provided insights into historical events | to become play-writes. Students honed in

AVA: Now we are Teacy and simultaneously tied into the larger study of | on their writing, creative, and character-
diversity and ally theme, which was adopted | building skills in order to write a short original

SOPHIE AND AVA GO THROUGH school—zvide thii year. Eight Angry JlE)I’OFS play about a topic of their choice. Examples
THE DOOR allowed students to gain an understanding | included economic hardship, friendship, and
. of the challenges faced in our criminal justice | sibling rivalry. The plays were presented to

SOPHIE: Wow ks dark W here system, mdudsigng the way prejudice anquuick the entire Green Cluster in November. Bravo

. judgements can be detrimental to the process | to all Middle School actors and play-writes!

AVA: Yes but Look a river of receiving a fair trial.

soPHIE: Its so cool and Look
there is a bo

AVA: \'Zea.d-j ko Poddl.e
SOPHIE: Read-j os I will ever be
AVA AND SOPHIE PADDLE

AVA: Wow Look 1 thinke 1 see
something in the distance

SOTPHIE: 1 see it koo

AVA AND SOPHIE GET TO LAND

WRITTEN BY AVA KIMMEL
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Songs and Games in Early
Childhood Music

usic is a universal language, and it's
I\/\never too early to instill a love for sound
and expression. Our youngest students in Ms.
Robinson's (AKA Ms. Amelia’s) music class
have focused their time building ear training
through call and response songs and games.
The repetition helped students learn to match
pitch while building confidence in their skills
and abilities. Additionally, our EC musicians
enhanced their creative expression through
music and movement activities, such as
singing and dancing while incorporating scarfs
in controlled actions. Later in the semester,
students participated in a rhythm band where
they learned to keep the beat using rhythm
sticks and playing various instruments. The
highlight of the semester was the Winter
Showcase where students performed various
songs related to the theme of friendship for
their families.

i

-
L ¢
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MUSIC UPDATE

Lower School Students
Make Melodies

Whether in the Pink or Red Cluster with
Ms. Robinson (AKA Ms. Amelia)
or Ms. Patti, or the Orange, Yellow, or Silver
Cluster with Ms. Shuppy, all Lower School
students explored their musical talents using
multi-sensory tactics. Students learned about
rhythm and beat, which helped them develop
expressive movement with their bodies. As a
group, in trios, duos, and individually, students
sang solfege to encourage pitch matching
and voice control. In order to become better
musicians, students also learned musicianship
skills, or the importance of focusing and
listening to achieve success in music.

Musical connection was a big theme in Ms.
Patti's class, where students were encouraged
to connect music from class to prior
experiences outside of school. Building a sense
of community was central to Ms. Shuppy'’s
class, where all students participated in group
games and songs. Students also learned to
work with one another to perform as an
ensemble. The culmination of the semester
came during the Winter Arts Festival when
each cluster performed songs that they had
rehearsed since October.

Middle School Students Show
Off Their Talents for Peers

uilding from their years of musical
Bexperiences in Lower School, Middle School
students in Ms. Shuppy'’s class delved deeper
into the study of music theory and instruments.
Green Cluster students spent eight-weeks in
music class, improving their music skills while
working in an ensemble. Tailored to their
level and understanding of basic music theory
(rhythm, reading notes, musical terminology),
students learned melodies on pianos and
xylophones, which they bravely performed for
their cluster to complete their music classes.

Blue Cluster students enjoyed music for the
semester, taking advantage of the time to
build upon the skills they mastered while also
performing as an ensemble. Each student chose
an instrument to focus on in addition to reading
notes on both the treble and bass clef and
playing chords on the piano and guitars. Those
interested in rhythm and beat particularly liked
performing rhythms on drums, bucket drums,
and playing melodies on boomwackers. The
grand finale? These students also braved an
end of semester performance for their peers!




PHOTOGRAPHY UPDATE

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS THRIVE
IN GRAPHIC DESIGN & PHOTOGRAPHY

Many Middle School students in the Green
and Blue Clusters tackled Graphic Design
and Photography with Mr. Gaynor (Green
Cluster's fine arts cycle; Blue Cluster's new fine
arts elective). In this class, students learned
how to create a balance between design and
technology. The curriculum began with a
foundation of the history of photography and
graphic design and then began integrating
technology.

Design principles, creative thinking, and
problem-solving techniques were a huge part
of this course, providing students a strong
foundation to design their own projects. For

G T o
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he overall growth of

Gaynor's soccer program

this fall was tremendous,

as returning and new
players came together for a
remarkable season that culminated
with the Green/Flex Squad
winning the league championship!
This year was the largest turnout
in Gaynor history, with more than
45 co-ed players on both the

Green and White Squads led by
Coach Mellilo (AKA Coach
James), Coach Prasarn, and
Coach Yellin. With a record of
7-3-2, The Green/Flex Squad had
a great season competing in the
American Independent Private
School League (AIPSL). Every
game was inspiring as players
fought for a spot in the playoffs.
Highlights included big wins over

The Child School, Rodeph Sholom,
Speyer, and Winston Prep.

Led by many students who saw
their first ever action in a Gaynor
Gator uniform, the White Squad
ended the season with a record
of 3-3. The highlight of their
season was playing the first game
in the new rooftop field house,
not to mention a victory over The
Mandell School. Coach James

their final project, students created commercial
food labels and music posters. Check it out!

PHOTO: MIKE BAUER, GAYNOR PARENT
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fter a slow start to the season, the girls' volleyball team,

coached by Ms. Fung, Ms. Moraz, and Ms. Ngau,

found its stride and had some electrifying matches. The

girls demonstrated a great deal of support for each other
throughout each and every game. While the team’s record does not
reflect the overall growth and performance of the team, the program
has continued to gain momentum in only its second year. Ms. Moraz
said, “Our team members applied their work ethic and love for the sport
to improve their volleyball skills, at each practice and game. We're very
excited to continue to build our program next year!"”

JASPER LADNER ROMEO BONGIOVI

said, “l was impressed, as
their style of play created very
exhilarating games for both
players and spectators.”

Both teams practiced incredibly
hard to improve their skills this
season. Reflecting on the season,
Coach James said, “| could not
be prouder of their hard work,
sportsmanship, and teamwork
throughout the fall.”




INNOVATION THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL

- - :
I 4 - ——

Wil - c - 21, moré likely to follow suit and try it as well.
|\/l - Wty- and outside - look-on students’ faces when they try
] : consultants, the Early Childhood (EC) program new and really like it is simply
- i udes innov. N ==

’\) ) 7 young leamae e iciics _.Efﬁg;-ﬁ-ands on lessons, —stud_ents

% ence. One of the most delectable is |1/ou8h these hands- ;
1 nce. e
|/| " child-friendly kitchen which provides the ISR tistinguishahetwagn shealthy —and
\. i —— . unhealthy foods, become aware of what foods
— : = SeRRSEIERIRC students to partake in an they consume, and how those foods nourish
I on-going unique curriculum, Healthy Whole = y bod F' " i —
] Kids Smart Snack Program, commonly referred === y e |n.g e
= o\ tosiMplyaE=ebeling=by-ouryoung-ehers students in the development of fine motor,
i social, and collaboration skills, in addition
-

Students have fun planning and preparing to reinforcing basic math, reading, and
|\ delicious, healthy snacks once perweek, using__ writing skills. Materials such as interactive
If recipes that exclude_th_e_'t-_e_p eight pediatric  dry erase placemats support data collection
[T .~ food allergens while remaining gluten-free. — and recall while tasting the prepared snack,

I Some fall favorites included: stuffed peppers, because students are able to record parts
l__ i - roasted carrots, apple cinnamon oatmeal with  of the process, like how many
I_I ] _ .pumpkin seeds, and sun butter. Students carrots they used, or how many
1) always begin by sorting the ingredients into  cups of water were mixed in.
|_I different food groups, then taste test each  Teachers feel confident that this
/l ingredient to discover new flavors. Ms. new curriculum is positively
I\I = Jurow, Director of Early Childhood, believes  impacting each student, and
5 _I in what she calls the “one bite philosophy.” are encouraged by students’
I | Each student is strongly encouraged to be excitement when it's time for
i a risk-taker and try new things. She said, cooking each week.

I “When one student sees his or her friend
(L] trying something new, that student is much

LOWER SCHOOL TEACHERS GO BACK TO

BASICS WITH MULTI-SENSORY INSTRUCTION

In a society enthralled by the latest technological
advances, Lower School teachers have made a
point to remember the basics and incorporate
hands-on, interactive methods of instruction.
Ms. Logue, Co-Director of the Lower School,
maintains that, “Established methods that
Gaynor has honed over the years often prove
to be the most effective ways to build a solid
foundation for students to grow and learn.”

Most schools these days have interactive white
boards (e.g.,, SMART Boards), which serve as
a useful teaching tool, allowing students an
opportunity to participate in problem-solving
questions. However, there are additional
tactile methods that prove incredibly valuable.
Ms. Adlin, Co-Director of the Lower School,
pointed out that, “Sliding your finger across the
board does not outweigh the benefit of physically
manipulating information, like counting blocks.”
Without discounting the many advantages of
technology in the classroom, Lower School
teachers have found success in also using tactile
methods across all clusters.

12 WINTER 2016 | Gaynor Gazette

For example, Pink Cluster students often use
magnet boards during literacy for spelling
dictation. Each board consists of a color-coded
alphabet on one half to distinguish consonants
from vowels. Teachers will say a word and
students will choose the corresponding
letters to spell the word on the other half of
the board. They then confer with a friend
and tap underneath each letter to check the
corresponding sound.

Similarly, Silver Cluster students manipulate
color-coded, foam place-value discs to help
with basic math skills, like identifying place-
value to multi-digit multiplication problems.
Ms. Sandler, Silver Cluster Head Teacher,
explained, “The visual of creating different
sets of numbers benefits students because
they can see and touch the process, rather
than simply writing numbers with a pencil.
Students can group the discs to see how
34 x 3 = 102." Ms. Fox, Yellow Cluster
Head Teacher, who gives her students
Hershey Kisses to skip count, said, “It's

all about finding materials that motivate the
students.”

The examples are endless, but the tangible
methods integrated throughout the Lower
School years are essential to help students move
towards the abstract, more technologically
inclined Middle School classes.

“RFAL WORLD
WEDNESDAY™ AND
NEW BLUE CLUSTER
SCHEDULE ARE A

SUCCESS!

September 10, 2015 marked the first day of
school, but it was also the launch of a new
six-day schedule for the oldest Middle School
students — the Blue Cluster. This innovative
approach to students' learning provides the
Blue Cluster with fresh opportunities to pursue
individual interests. The schedule rotates
around a set and consistent Wednesday, one
of the most important days of learning in the
week, when students have the opportunity to
consolidate and apply skills to prepare them
for a High School curriculum. “Real World
Wednesday” is innately student-centered,
providing the space students need to learn
and grow.

Over a six-day period, students participate
in the traditional five-day school week, with
one day (Wednesday) consistently providing
an opportunity for students to apply the skills
they've learned to real-life settings. "I really
like the change in our schedule. It brings a
different kind of learning into the school,”
expressed Middle School student, Jay Siegal.
There is time on Wednesdays for remediation,
collaborative project-based work, including
dedicated SMART Lab time, and student
advocacy (see more aboutstudentadvocacy on
page 25). Project-based learning is a dynamic
approach to teaching where students actively
explore real-world problems and synthesize
their learning into hands-on projects, giving
them the opportunity to develop critical
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thinking skills necessary to succeed in life.
Every student participates in one project-
based learning course per semester, Gaynor
Construction Project, where students use
their math skills to develop various types of
housing for a real location in New York City, or
Humane Education, an approach to teaching
and learning that addresses the global
consequences of our lifestyles, behaviors, and
the systems we support.

In addition, the six-day schedule allows
time for students to explore their passions
through writing-based electives that rotate
on a trimester basis. Students choose courses
such as: Public Speaking and Debate,
Hollywood vs. History, Sustainability through
Technology, Creative Writing, Geography:
No Boundaries, Human Behavior: Holocaust,
Unsung Heroes of the Social Movements of
the 1960s and 1970s, and The Personal and
The Political: The Work of Frida Kahlo and
Diego Rivera. Furthermore, students are given
the opportunity to participate in one student
club of their choice for the entire year, without
diminishing the time spent on core academics.
Examples include: Youth Animal Protectors'
Club, Gay Straight Alliance, Gaynor Times
Newspaper Staff, and Multi-media Club.
Student Council is the exception, as there are
three cycles throughout the year, and Student
Council members may also participate in
another club. If a student is not interested in

participating in a club, he/she attends study
skills during the time set aside for clubs during
the day's schedule.

“The impact of the new schedule, and
particularly  ‘Read World  Wednesday,'
exceeded all of our expectations. The
heterogeneous grouping of students by
interests, rather than skill, opened a platform
for connections and conversation unforeseen
by teachers," reflected Mr. Beich, Director
of Middle School. “This new addition to our
program has changed all of our perspectives,
as both administrators and faculty look
to implement additional opportunities for
student choice to continue the unprecedented
success we achieved this past semester.”

At Gaynor, creating an optimal learning
environment for our students is critical. We
believe the new rotating schedule has done
just that, and we are encouraged by our
students’ responses to the change as they
prepare to transition to their next schools.
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TEACHER FEATURE

WHAT LED YOU TO BECOME A
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER?

| spent ten years working at science museums
as both an educator and an exhibit developer.
This experience helped shape my teaching style:
hands-on, interactive, and highly engaging. In
many ways, Special Education students benefit
more from this multi-sensory, experience-
based approach. | think it's a great fit for me
and hopefully for the students as well.

WHAT SCHOOL DID YOU
GRADUATE FROM?

| graduated from Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken, NJ with a degree in
Mechanical Engineering. Go Ducks!

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THING
ABOUT BEING A TEACHER?

My favorite thing about teaching is what | call
the “A-ha moment": seeing a student's face
light up when they finally understand a difficult
science concept. It's like a switch goes on and
now everything clicks together. You can tell
they fully grasp the concept and that they can
apply it going forward.

IF YOU COULD LIVE IN A BOOK,
TV SHOW, OR MOVIE, WHAT
WOULD IT BE? WHY?

Star Wars? Star Trek? Something with space
and exploration and discovering what (or who)
else is out there.

A
-

ﬂ Things You Didn't Know

About Gaynor's Newest Teachers

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE TYPE
OF MUsSIC?

It varies depending on my mood. I've been
known to listen to rock, alternative, hip-hop,
oldies, folk, and even bluegrass.

DO YOU PREFER COFFEE OR
TEA? ICE CREAM OR FROZEN
YOGURT?

Dunkin' Donuts hazelnut coffee is my hands
down favorite! Anything frozen, dairy, and
sweet is fine by me.

IF YOU COULD TIME TRAVEL,
WHERE WOULD YOU GO?

Probably the future. I'd be interested to see
what new technologies we had developed,
hopefully interstellar travel.
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TEACHER FEATURE

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SEASON
AND WHY?

Football season, haha! But really, it's
somewhere between spring and summer
because the days are long and the weather is
good for outdoor activities like sports, hiking,
biking, and camping.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE
OR MANTRA YOU LIVE BY?

“Life is a trade-off. If you want to excel at one
thing, you have to make sacrifices in other things."

TELL US ONE FUN FACT ABOUT
YOURSELF.

| once taught a science lesson on Sesame Street!
In episode #4263 | taught Murray Monster and
a group of kids how to make paper kites. | still
get messages from friends when they randomly
watch that episode with their children.

WHAT LED YOU TO BECOME A
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER?
Anyone who knows me, knows I've never
done anything the traditional way. My love
for creative, unique experiences has influenced
my career choice. This is what led me towards
working on my Master's in Art Therapy. Not
only is Art Therapy innovative and creative, but
it allows me to surround myself by those who
thrive on thinking differently, including kids!

WHAT SCHOOL DID YOU
GRADUATE FROM?

| graduated from the University of lllinois for
my undergraduate degree in Sociology and The
Adler School of Professional Psychology for my
Master's in Counseling Psychology: Art Therapy.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THING
ABOUT BEING A TEACHER?

There is nothing more rewarding than having
the chance to see students grow over time.
| am constantly impressed by how children
relate to art and | am always learning from
them. The moment something clicks for a child
brings me so much joy.

IF YOU COULD LIVE IN A BOOK,
TV SHOW, OR MOVIE, WHAT
WOULD IT BE? WHY?

Ever since | was a child, | have always been
fascinated by the creativity and imagination in
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (think
Gene Wilder, not Johnny Depp!). Willy Wonka

was able to turn his dreams into a reality
while also spreading happiness and giving
to others. Also, whether you are reading the
book or watching the movie, there is a sense of
absurdity and entertainment that pushes your
inventiveness. These are the types of lessons |
try to use while teaching.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE TYPE
OF MUSIC?

| love all music but my favorites would
definitely be Motown and classic rock.

DO YOU PREFER COFFEE OR
TEA? ICE CREAM OR FROZEN
YOGURT?

I rarely drink either, but if | were to choose one
it would be coffee. Definitely frozen yogurt!

IF YOU COULD TIME TRAVEL,
WHERE WOULD YOU GO?

Maybe to the 60's, or to the 90's to meet
myself as a child.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SEASON
AND WHY?

It may sound corny for a teacher, but |
absolutely love fall. Not only for that eager
back to school feeling, but also because | love
being able to walk down the street, see leaves
changing, and breathe in that crisp New York
air.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE
OR MANTRA YOU LIVE BY?

“Logic will take you from A to B, but
imagination can take you anywhere.” — Albert
Einstein

Of course, “Always smile!”

TELL US ONE FUN FACT ABOUT
YOURSELF.
| have lived in four states and two countries.

WHAT LED YOU TO BECOME A
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER?
When | was a substitute teacher, | saw a lot
of students struggling academically and not
getting the support and services they needed
from their teachers. | wanted to be a part of
the solution and be a teacher who was trained
in Special Education to become a resource for
all students.

WHAT SCHOOL DID YOU
GRADUATE FROM?

| graduated from the University of Scranton
(PA) with a degree in Secondary

Education and History. | am currently attending
Hunter College for my Master's Degree in
Special Education for grades 7-12, and am
slated to graduate in December 2016.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THING
ABOUT BEING A TEACHER?

There are several: helping young people
discover what they are passionate about in
life, working with students who think critically
about the world, and watching the moment
where a student can solve a problem he/she
has struggled with.

IF YOU COULD LIVE IN A BOOK,
TV SHOW, OR MOVIE, WHAT
WOULD IT BE? WHY?

| would live in CS Lewis' Narnia or Pride Rock
from The Lion King because they are two of my
favorite movies and the settings are beautiful.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE TYPE
OF MUSIC?

90's alternative/pop songs or anything by
T-Swift.

DO YOU PREFER COFFEE OR

TEA? ICE CREAM OR FROZEN
YOGURT?

Coffee. Frozen Yogurt (for the toppings).

IF YOU COULD TIME TRAVEL,
WHERE WOULD YOU GO?

| would go to Renaissance Italy (even though |
don't speak Italian), 18th century America, or
the future.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SEASON
AND WHY?

My favorite season is summer. | love the
sunshine, the beach, barbecues, and nice
weather. | also enjoy not having to wear a
jacket.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE
OR MANTRA YOU LIVE BY?

“Be so happy that when others look at you
they can become happy too."

“Do it for the kids."

TELL US ONE FUN FACT ABOUT
YOURSELF.

| am obsessed with Marvel movies. My favorite
superhero is Captain America.
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After School
Community Service
Club Supports Holiday

Food Drive

In conjunction with the holiday season, Gaynor
Gators took a moment to reflect on how they
could help the broader community. In Novem-
ber, Community Service Club students, under
the guidance of Ms. Felt and Ms. Nielsen,
decided to host a bake sale fundraiser and
food drive for longtime community partner,
and next door neighbor, St. Gregory's. During
the Thanksgiving season, St. Gregory's provides
meals to families in need. Proceeds from a
student bake sale went to support the cost of
perishable food items for a warm holiday meal.
In addition, students wanted to bring more at-
tention to Gaynor's Thanksgiving food drive, so
they decorated collection bins and placed them
strategically on every floor to boost visibility and
awareness of this important donation effort.
Along with St. Gregory's, students from our
entire school donated nonperishable food to
support people in the community who could
use a helping hand.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

3-on-3 Basketball Tournament

Supports Gaynor’s CLC

The Community Learning Center's (CLC)
annual basketball tournament was held on
Saturday, December 5th. Named in memory
of Ms. Jackie Long, Gaynor's longtime Director
of Admissions who passed away in 2012,
the Jackie Long Memorial Tournament
brought Gaynor faculty, parents, alumni, and
friends together for a morning of friendly
competition and fundraising.

The CLC is a free after-school reading program
for public school students in our community. This
annual fundraising event is critical to ensure the
program can continue to serve neighborhood
children who truly need the extra support. Co-
Directors Ms. Adlin and Ms. Evans are thankful
for the continued generosity from supporters
that helps maintain the program’s strength. “We
have more siblings than ever coming through
the program, and families are approaching the
public schools to inquire about how to enroll their
children, even before the schools are flagging
children as ‘at risk,’ " said Ms. Adlin.

This year, eight teams came out strong to
compete and support the admirable cause.

Spectators and players alike enjoyed fellowship
off the court over pizza, baked goods, and a
raffle. The tournament came down to the
last game. Defending champions, From 3
Portland and The Coaches played hard, but
The Coaches raised their arms in victory when
the final whistle blew, bringing the trophy back
to Gaynor. With the support of our Gaynor
community, we raised more than $8,000,
making this the most successful fundraising
event for the CLC! Ms. Adlin and Ms. Evans
were thrilled with the tournament results.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the
event, especially Co-Directors Ms. Adlin and
Ms. Evans, for continuing to lead the charge
of improving reading outcomes for students in
our community.

Cleaner and Greener:
After School
Community Service
Club Revamps
Recycling

Students in our After School Community
Service Club were tired of seeing the non-
descript recycling signs provided by New York
City's Department of Sanitation posted around
the school. Not much recycling was happening
because students could not easily decipher
what could and could not be recycled. “"Our
students decided to make a change,"” said Ms.
Nielson, Community Service Club Advisor.
“They researched what items could and could
not be recycled, looked around our buildings
to see what materials were often thrown away
that could be recycled, created new, detailed,
and informative signs, and replaced the
Department of Sanitation ones.” As a result,
Gaynor's facilities are both cleaner and greener.
Community Service projects often help the
greater community, but this year, saving the
planet started within Gaynor's own halls.
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CLASS PROJECTS

Color Like Me:
EC Students Explore
Skin Tones

During social studies, Early Childhood students
in Ms. Saad/Ms. Gerhard's and Ms. Chan/
Ms. Young's classes studied how people are
alike, but not exactly the same. They read the
book The Skin You Live In, by Michael Tyler
and The Colors of Us, by Karen Katz, to better
understand the varying skin tones people have
all over the world, and learned that people are
not simply white, black, brown, or olive. With
the help of their teachers, students were able
to find their own skin tone by mixing together a
combination of eight shades of paint, including
ebony, chocolate, cinnamon, almond, caramel,
peach, olive, and beige. Students realized their
skin was not one color, but two or three colors!
Once they found the perfect match, each stu-
dent traced his/her hand, and then painted it
with the appropriate colors. Finally, they com-
pared skin tones with a friend and noted that
while some were similar in color, none of them
were exactly the same, and most importantly
that skin tone does not reveal anything about
an individual's personality or interests.

In preparation for their trip to
the local police station, Ms.
Rothbart/Ms. Sprung’s class
combined writing and social
studies curriculums to create
“Who Did What?" sentences.
With the help of a graphic or-
ganizer on the SMART Board,
students identified multiple parts
of a sentence, the “who,” the
"what,"” and the action word. The
"who" was always a policeman,
but the “what"” was determined
by personal choice, such as, the
policeman blew his whistle, took
someone to jail, helped a boy, or
ran. This helped students learn
about the variety of things that
policeman may do throughout the
day. Then, each student made their
own “who did what" sentences at
their desk by choosing a “who”
and “what,” pasting it on the
graphic organizer, and writing the
sentence.

20 WINTER 2016 | Gaynor Ga

CLASS PROJECTS

Students in Ms. Fox/Ms. Vidra's class took their reading curriculum
to the next level by writing a script and filming a short movie to help
them master reading rules and skills — specifically, the role of the “Magic
E" at the end of a word. Students brainstormed ideas, wrote a script,
assigned parts, and filmed a short movie explaining the spectacular
duties of the “Magic E." Students came up with the idea to create a
“Magic E Wizard." To show its role, the “Magic E Wizard" consistently
jumped over the consonant to make the vowel say its name. Ms. Fox
loves this interactive approach to teaching reading because she said, “It's
multi-sensory and students learn by writing the script and then watching
themselves on film.” What fun!

Middle School Students
Use New Technology
to Create Ancient Artifacts

As part of a social studies unit on archaeology, Green Cluster students in
Ms. Glazer/Ms. Finn's class constructed their own artifacts in the new
SMART Lab. The purpose of the project was for students to grasp the
concept of an artifact and how it relates to the way people understand
ancient civilizations. Students tapped into their creativity to produce ar-
tifacts out of a variety of materials, including Styrofoam, clay, popsicle
sticks, and paper bags. Out of these materials came an incredible teddy
bear, watch, boat, and clay figurines as well as several other innovative
artifacts. The project concluded with an exercise in creative writing in
which the students wrote colorful descriptions and original stories about
their newly developed artifacts.

ette | WINTER 2016 21
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BREAKING BARRIERS:

Middle School Students

Discover Strengths in

Personal Mission Statement
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To help foster our students’ growth and understand-  of our endeavors throughout our community,” said
GAYNOR ing about diversity, Gaynor has several ongoing  Dr. Gaynor, Head of School. “It's comforting to
diversity initiatives, including the Community Values ~ know that beyond the school’s efforts, the PA is also
° Committee (CVC) and the Gay-Straight Alliance, ~ working diligently to bring awareness to diversity,
PARENTS which faculty and students voluntarily participate ~ while fostering an inclusive environment among
in. Elements of these two initiatives are infused in  our families.”
curriculum from Early Childhood through Middle  Stephen Gaynor School itself is a special community
AS SOCIATION School. In addition to these school-led efforts,  of children who learn differently, but this commit-
the Parents’ Association, who also recognized the  tee addresses many types of diversity within our
need for more of a focus on diversity, is proud  community. The Committee hopes to serve and

FORM S to announce its newfound Diversity Committee,  celebrate the many types of diversity within the

chaired by Ms. Traci Lester.

Stephen Gaynor School community including: eth-

The Diversity Committee is a sub-committee of the  nicity, race, socioeconomic status, ability, religion,

DI ‘/ ERSI I S/ Stephen Gaynor School's Parents’ Association and is ~ sexual orientation, family configuration, lifestyle,

dedicated to promoting and advocating forincreased  language, gender, and adoption status. They are
diversity and sensitivity to differences among the  planning various activities throughout the year,

C OMMI' I I I 'EE Gaynor school community. “I applaud the PA's  where family and student participation is voluntary
efforts and am grateful to have additional support  and solely through self-identification.

Orton-Gillingham Update

By Sloan Shapiro, Reading Department Chair

Learning Latin roots and affixes will broaden your vocabulary!
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Stephen Gaynor School was very busy this summer as our school-wide
Orton-Gillingham initiative rolled on under the supervision of our OG
master fellow, Ann Edwards. In June, teachers from our Middle School
participated in a week-long practicum working with students from the
Early Childhood program and Lower School to refine their knowledge
and understanding of the phonics skills taught to our youngest stu-
dents. In July, teachers from our Lower School spent a week focusing
on morphology instruction (the study of the smallest units of meaning),
particularly on how to make it accessible to even our earliest readers.

Finally, as of our August Summer Training Institute, we can proudly
announce that our entire teaching staff, including new staff and all
specialists, has had at least thirty hours of OG training. Mr. Kaufman,
Math Specialist, recently shared with me how he now uses morphology
to enhance math instruction. Explaining to his students that the word
fraction actually contains the Latin root fract, meaning to break, or how
perimeter's Greek origin can be translated to measuring around.

“Thank you" to the members of our dedicated staff who voluntarily took
time from a well-deserved summer break to continue developing their
knowledge of the layers and complexities of the English language and
to strengthen their already overflowing teacher toolboxes.
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s a pioneer in special education, Stephen
A Gaynor School prides itself on remaining

true to its mission to provide a highly
individualized educational program for students
to learn, grow, and reach their full potential.
The faculty and administration strive to de-
velop self-confident, self-aware learners who
can advocate for their own needs and have
respect for themselves and others. This year,
an innovative new class on Student Advocacy
has been implemented for all Middle School
students in the Green and Blue Clusters to
better fulfill the school’s mission and formally
instill the life-skills of understanding what it
means to be a self-aware learner and advocate.

Ms. Kasindorf, Middle School Head Teacher,
forged this new addition to the curriculum from
experiences in her own classroom. In describing
her first year at Gaynor she said, "It became
apparent early on that many of our students did
not have a solid understanding of the specific
strengths and challenges that affected their
learning.” Consequently, these students were
unable to advocate for themselves. Her students
recognized that certain tasks were more difficult
than others, but could not provide a reason why.
This disconnect between her students and their
learning differences sparked the formation of
formal Student Advocacy lessons. Ms. Kasin-
forf said, “As special educators, we have a re-
sponsibility to provide our students with the skills
and strategies necessary to become successful
students and later, successful adults.”

This year, the Student Advocacy class is taught
by homeroom teachers weekly. The goal is for
students to discover their strengths, what skills
they need to develop and why, who they are
as learners, how they learn best, and how
to proactively articulate what they need to
be successful. The class is largely discussion
based, and the environment exudes a sense of
community where students feel safe discussing
what can be a sensitive topic. The opportunity
to hear from peers allows students to relate
to one another on a deeper level and feel em-
powered. Sirena Beard-Galenti ('15) said,

"] was scared to find out that | was the only
one struggling with equations in math, reading,
and writing; then, when | heard all of my other
peers' differences, | felt a strong connection.”

As students gain a concrete understanding of
what type of learner they are, teachers encour-
age them to express themselves in the most
comfortable way. Multi-sensory learning is vital
to self-discovery. For the same assignment, some
students will choose poetry and art as a means
of expression, while others write and sing songs.
Word clouds are another unique technique
students use to express their emotions about
their learning differences, from fear to pride. As
students become increasingly more self-aware,
they generate an ownership of their learning
differences and begin exhibiting positive feelings
towards them. Recent alum, Henry Hamilton
("15) reflected on the class and said, "l wasin a
cave and didn't want to talk about my dyslexia,
but now I am out of the cave!”

Gaynor faculty and administrators feel strongly
that the Student Advocacy class is positively
shifting the trajectory of each student's future.
Class assignments, including a personal mission
statement and essay titled, “When | First Found
Out" reveal each student's journey through
self-discovery. Growth is displayed in additional
assignments such as a letter to one's future self
and a poem outlining strengths. From small
language modifications such as "l can'tdo it" to
“I can't do it yet" to students asking a teacher
to help them evaluate potential high schools
based on their learning needs, it's evident that
the focus on Student Advocacy is positively
impacting Gaynor students. Current Middle
School student, Lomax Hunter, recounted,
“Through the ongoing process of self-discovery
and self-acceptance, | will continue to grow
and become a stronger person. Through hard
work and determination, | know that | will be
successful regardless of my challenges.”

Transition and life after Gaynor are popu-
lar topics for older Middle School students.
Through the Student Advocacy class, students
learn interview skills and how to respond when
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someone asks about their learning differences.
Confidence is built through role-playing ex-
ercises where Dr. Gaynor conducts mock
interviews to provide students an opportunity
to practice advocating for themselves. This
video-recorded exercise proves useful in real-life
interview preparations as students may refer
back to it for tips. Henry's parent, Ms. Hamilton
agreed saying, “The curriculum really gave my
child all the right language to use when inter-
viewing for high school.”

The Student Advocacy curriculum allows stu-
dents to shift to a growth mindset, encourages
innovative thinking, and equips them with the
most powerful tool for educational success:
knowing who you are as a learner, what you
need help with, and how to ask for it.
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IATION SKATE NIGHT

Bryant Park was transformed into
“Gator Nation" this past November
during the Annual Gaynor Community
Skate Night, sponsored by the
Parents' Association. Wind painted
cheeks were rosy red while students,
parents, alumni, faculty, and staff
joined together to celebrate over
pizza, cookies, and hot chocolate.
Distinctive crunches could be

heard when metal skates hit the

ice, surrounded by laughter as the
Gaynor Gator glided past.

é“" 3 - o W - o 3. " . In the midst of all the fun, Middle

" '_'F*-:"-'-'Efﬂd by B o Y ; - C i " School student Chase Wickham
. r‘ h.m I:mtm!atue ,ﬁ, h B e i . . B 2 : g g o ' ‘ X had a chance to ride the Zamboni,
: 1_ * e L O v, e 1% v.= { UL (a “special experience” his parents
' v o : . - = o R e W 5 eid ! won during last year's Gaynor Gala
: . > b ' 4 ‘ auction). The Second Annual Skate
Night Alumni Event was a success,
providing an opportunity for alumni
to visit with each other, as well as the
entire Gaynor community.

A special thank you to the entire
Parents’ Association Skate Night
Committee and especially Co-Chairs
Patty Lifter and Sharon Moody
for their hard work in planning

such a wonderful winter event!




CLARE AND RACHEL’S CORNER

& ADOLESCENTS

Digital technology is here to stay and has
extraordinary benefits in the lives of our chil-
dren. At the same time there is a continually
changing cyber landscape that has significant
risks, particularly if children are not properly
supervised or taught about responsible usage.
Children need to become empowered to make
smart, ethical, and respectful decisions when
using media and technology. Schools need to
partner with parents so that together, we can
cultivate online resilience and digital citizenship
in the lives of our children.

At school, we are addressing this issue through
different interventions. In each Middle School
technology class, there is a focus on being a
good digital citizen and we are encouraging
students to treat each other with respect, act
kindly, and report any inappropriate behaviors
or content. In addition, the Psychology De-
partment, Technology Department, and home-

By, Clare Cosentino, Ph.D. and Rachel Matoto, Psy.D.

room teachers are collaborating to have class-
room discussions regarding these issues.

The following guidelines are for parents, to
foster responsible and appropriate technology
usage at home:

1. Figure out your parenting style and family
culture: Consider what kind of relationship
you have with technology and what kind of
relationship you wish to model for your family.

2. Understand the digital landscape: It is
essential to get a feel for how digital
technology is actually used today by
children and adolescents at different ages.

3. Create a family technology plan and media
rules (proactively) to ensure that technology
has a positive impact on your child's devel-
opment: It is essential to create a balance be-
tween online and offline time, as well as limit
our children's exposure to age-appropriate
content. Decide together which privacy

(ADAPTED FROM JODI GOLD’S SCREEN SMART PARENTING, 2015)

This is a great time to create rules.
Technology/YouTube should be treated
with respect and requires parent permis-
sion for use.

Your child is probably not yet ready for a
cell phone (there are exceptions).

Go online with your child — explore/enjoy
the digital landscape, educational games,
and apps for this age.

Technology can be used to promote litera-
cy and the joy of reading.

Keep computers in public places and out of
the bedroom as much as possible.

Don't let kids sleep with phones/computers.
Teach your children to ask permission to
use technology and limit weekday usage.
Oversee YouTube and download/buy games
and apps yourself (don't allow your children
do so). Ask your children to report inappro-
priate games/sites/social networks to you.
Don't permit technology use during meals
and designate screen-free times for the en-
tire family.

For a longer, more detailed article on this topic, please go to the
Parent Resources section of the Parent Portal at stephengaynor.org.

Please refer to the following resources for more detailed information and guidance:

Common Sense Media: www.commonsensemedia.org
Media Moms and Digital Dads: A Fact-not-Fear Approach

to Parenting in the Digital Age, by Yalda T. Uhls, PhD

settings protect your children the most and
discuss the impact of your child's digital
footprint on future goals.

Remain positively engaged: Pay attention
to your children’s online involvement and
create teachable moments that promote
positive digital citizenship. Keep an ongoing
open dialogue about social pressures and
cyber-bullying as a way to monitor and
safeguard your child's online social life.
Adopt a developmental approach: The use
of technology changes with age. Technology
exposure often begins with playing educa-
tional games during the early childhood years
and peaks into social media usage during
the tween and teen years. Autonomy and
exposure should be gradual and contingent
on demonstrating increasingly good critical
thinking skills, safe decision-making and
positive digital citizenship.

Tweens need help managing time online and

offline, protecting study and sleep time.

They may need assistance:

4+ With sticky and uncomfortable situa-
tions online

4 Understanding your family values
about friendship, technology, and sex

4 Establishing clear rules and boundaries
online and offline and using good
judgment

4 Setting up homework guidelines
(minimize distractions, minimize
temptations, promote organization)
and starting with homework that does
not involve the Internet.

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Gaynor’s

Development Update

By Maggie Keith, Development Assistant

Introducing Stephen Gaynor
School's Alumni Association

We are making great strides this yearin growing
our alumni community, and continuing to
foster and further develop relationships with
former Gaynor students and parents. We value
our alumni families as an integral part of the
lasting community at Gaynor and are excited
to share some exciting alumni happenings this
year.

Our Second Annual Skate Night Alumni Event,
held on November 16th in the Park Lounge at
Bryant Park was an evening of fun for all who
attended. We had a great turnout from the
class of 2015, as well as previous graduating
classes. Faculty and staff were thrilled with the
opportunity to mingle and re-connect with
Gaynor alumni.

We are also excited to announce the formation
of the Alumni/Parents of Alumni Committee,
made up of alumni and parents of alumni
who will serve as ambassadors for their class
year. A handful of Gaynor student alumni class
representatives have already stepped up to be
part of the committee. In addition, almost a
dozen parents of alumni have volunteered to
act as ambassadors for their child's graduating
class. These ambassadors will help strengthen
the Stephen Gaynor School Alumni Association,
offering their time and creative ideas, while
fostering a continued sense of community.
If you would like to become involved in the

Stephen Gaynor School Alumni Association,
please contact alumni@stephengaynor.org. We
would love to hear from you!

Why is the Gaynor Fund important
to our community?

The Gaynor Fund supports the day-to-day
activities of our students with all funds going
to the operating budget. The largest operating
budget items are teacher compensation and
benefits.

With your gift, we are able to make our school
an exceptional community poised to respond
to the evolving needs of our students. The
Gaynor Fund allows us the capital to recruit
and retain expert teachers and learning
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specialists as well as to preserve our signature
strengths, including our 3:1 student to teacher
ratio. We are also able to support professional
development for our faculty to remain current
on new research, teaching modalities, and
resources in special education. Donations to
the Gaynor Fund also help keep our facilities
safe, secure, and up-to-date; offer field trips,
community service programs, musical and
drama productions, and other activities that
enhance student life, and offer financial
assistance to families who need support.

Each and every gift to the Gaynor Fund, no
matter the size, makes a world of difference to
our teachers and our community. Thank you
for your continued support!

CLASS'OF 2015



FIELD TRIPS

EC Students Shop For Apples

After studying the lifecycle of an apple in science, apple trees, and
the changes that occur over the seasons, Ms. Chan/Ms. Young's
class went on a shopping adventure in early October with only one
thing on their list: apples. First, they went to a fruit cart on 90th and
Broadway, which they found through their social studies unit studying
places in the community. At the stand, five students bought either a
red or green apple. They then walked one more block to Gary Null's
Whole Foods, a grocery store with a wide variety of organic fruits and
vegetables. There, they found organic apples and five new students
*fq had a chance to choose apples to bring back to the
classroom. Once back at Gaynor, students compared
how many red versus green apples, then created a
graph based on a taste test of which color apples
each student preferred. Lastly, the apples were most
valuable for “cooking” class (see page 16 for more

information) where students made apple sauce.

Silver Cluster Students Step Back
in History at South Street Seaport

In conjunction with their social studies
curriculum about the Age of Exploration,
the entire Silver Cluster traveled by
subway to the South Street Seaport for an
action packed day. After studying how and
why explorers came to the New World,
students climbed aboard the Peking, a ship
built in 1911, to learn about its history as
a cargo ship. The students explored the
different vessels in the ship, while learning
how sails moved and the conditions of the
boat from a knowledgeable tour guide.
Students even had an opportunity to
work together to raise a sail just like the
sailors did one hundred years ago. The
trip allowed students to imagine what
life would be like for explorers and sailors
during the early 20th Century!

'-"‘---j‘x..._h :
=

Walking Across the Brooklyn Bridge:
Red Cluster Students Study New York City

Red Cluster students learned about New
York City as a part of their social studies
curriculum, studying each borough while
simultaneously investigating what brought
people together. To commemorate their
study, students went on a field trip to the
Brooklyn Bridge, a momentous landmark
that served as the first connection between
Manhattan and Brooklyn. Prior to the trip,
some students built and tested their own
ideas for bridges in science class. Students
were able to walk across the vast bridge
and internalize what a massive undertaking
its original construction must have been.
They topped off their trip with delectable
Grimaldi's pizza at Brooklyn Bridge Park.

Green Cluster Students
Seek Human Origins

Green Cluster students wrapped

up their social studies unit on early

humans with a trip to the American

Museum of Natural History's Hall of

Human Origins. They were able to

see how scientists paired fossils with

DNA research to present the history of human evolution from
early ancestors who lived more than six million years ago to
modern Homo sapiens who evolved 200,000 to 150,000 years
ago. Students were enthralled with the life-sized replications
of various species in their own habitats and enjoyed seeing the
behaviors and capabilities scientists think they had at the time.
Afterwards, they feasted on lunch at the local Shake Shack, then
strolled back to school, discussing all that they had seen.

ALUMNUS PROFILE

tudent success is the end goal at Stephen

Gaynor School. Success for Harrison
Geller ("10), a drama student and senior at
LaGuardia High School, came in the form of a
cup, small spoon, and three flavors of personal
choice. Last August, Geller opened Polpo
Gelato, a pop-up handmade gelato shop and
entrepreneurial effort located in the Lower
East Side. In his own words, Geller caught
the “gelato bug” while on a trip to a farm in
Umbria, Italy last summer and learned the craft
from an old Italian gelato maker.

The popular shop garnered media coverage from
national and local news outlets including ABC
News, Yahoo News, and Gothamist.com. Geller's

shop featured eight flavors daily, a testament to
the name, which means octopus in Italian, with
a new flavor being subbed out every other day.
Geller said Gaynor directly influenced his ability
to be successful. “When | entered Gaynor |
was a completely different person. | couldn't
focus on my priorities. By the time I left, | felt
success in both my personal and academic lives.
| learned how to manage my workload socially
and academically, and that has made all the
difference going forward.” As Geller shops for
the right college, he assured us that if he ends up
at school in New York or Boston, with a little help
from his investors, we can keep an eye out for
the return of Polpo Gelato!
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TO PARENTS OF ALUMNAE/I:
If this issue is addressed to your child who no longer mantains a permanent address at your home, please notify the

Development Office at 212.787.7070 ext. 1125 or alumni@stephengaynor.org with the correct mailing adddress. Thank you.
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